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Relevance. In modern society, migration issues are closely related to security. The dynamics of the migration
crisis in the context of Central African countries reflects civil wars, political and economic instability, hunger, massa-
cres, impoverishment, and in addition to these, the phenomenon of terrorist threats has appeared.

Purpose. The purpose of this article is to highlight situations with internal migration, aspects of the geopolitics
of insecurity, threats, and security restrictions. The authors also analyze the link between security and migration.

Objectives. Obtain more information on the properties of the compared phenomena and examine the direct
and indirect relationship between migration and security in Central Africa.

Methodology. To find out the reasons for the existing difficulties, set goals, develop methods and options for
eliminating problems, a system analysis was used. And the authors used the method of comparative analysis to ob-
tain added information about the properties of the compared phenomena, about their direct and indirect relationships
and, about the general trend of their functioning and development.

Results. According to researchers, in recent years, the relationship between migration and security has been of
different nature. We can consider the problem of the security of African communities, societies and states affected by
various problems of migration flows, and we can also consider the security aspect of African migrants in Central Afri-
can countries.

Conclusions. The African continent has now fully entered economic globalization and the international com-
munity, and it would be inevitable to question this statement in the name of preserving political, economic difficulties,
security, migration, and refugees. The AU is in fact moving towards greater liberalization of intra-African movement,
in a critical spirit of the European approach. The increasingly growing intra-African migratory movements are mainly
and very often regional.
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Pestome

AxkmyanbHocmb. B cospemeHHOM obuwecmee 80npochl Mugpayuu mecHo cesizaHbl ¢ 6esonacHocmabio. [uHa-
MUKa Mu2payuoHHO20 Kpu3uca 8 KoHmekcme cmpaH LljeHmpansHol Agpuku ompaxaem epaxdaHcKue 80UHbI, Mo-
JIUMUYECKYI0 U 3KOHOMUYECKY0O HecmaburibHocmb, 207100, Maccosbie ybulicmea, obHuuwjaHue, 8 OOMNOfHEeHUe K
3MOMy 803HUK ¢heHOMEH MePPOPUCMUYECKUX y2pOo3.

Uenb amoli cmambu — oceemumbs cumyauyuro ¢ 8HympeHHel mMuzpayuel, acriekmbl 2e0rnoumuKu He3awju-
WeHHoCcmu, y2po3bl U ogpaHudeHusi besonacHocmu. ABmMopblI makxe aHanu3upyrom cesadb Mex0y be3onacHoCmbHo
u muepayued.

3adavu: nonyyums A0NONMHUMENbLHYIO UHOPMayUo o ceolicmeax cpasHUBaeMbIX si81eHUl U usydums rpsi-
MYIO U KOCBEHHYIO C8513b Mex0y Muepauyuel u besonacHocmbio 8 LlenmpanbHol Agpuke.

Memodonozaus. [Jns1 8bISICHEHUS NPUYUH UMeowuxcsi mpydHocmed, nocmaHosku yesned, paspabomku mMemo-
0o8 u sapuaHmos ycmpaHeHusi npobnem 6bii UCMONbL308aH CUCMEMHbLIU aHanu3. Takxe asmopbl UCMOb308anu
Memo0d cpasHUMENIbHO20 aHasnu3a, Ymobbl rnoy4Yums O0MoIHUMEbHY UHGhopMayuo O ceolicmeax cpasHugsae-
MbIX s18ieHull, 06 UX MPsSIMbIX U KOCBEHHbIX OMHOWEHUSIX, U makxe 06 obweli meHOeHyuU ux ¢byHKUUOHUpOBaHUS U
paszsumus.

Pe3ynbmamei. [lo mHeHuto uccriedosamenel, 3a rocrnedHue 200bl c8s3b Mex0y muepayuel u 6e3ornacHo-
CMbi0 UMeem pa3sHble xapakmepbl. ABmopbl paccmampusaom npobnemy 6e3onacHocmu aghpukaHCKUX OBUIHO-
cmel, obujecme u eocy0apcme, 3ampazaugaeMbix pasHbIMU Mpobriemamu MugpayuUOHHbIX MOMOKO8, Makxe acrekm
be3onacHocmu achpukaHCKUX MuepaHmos 8 cmpaHax LjeHmparnsHol Agpuku.

Bbi800bI. AchpukaHCKUli KOHMUHEHM menepb MOfHOCMbIO 8CMYNUST 8 3KOHOMUYECKYto 2nobanusayuto u
mex0yHapoOHoe coobuwiecmeo, u bbino bbl Heu3bexHO ModeepaHymMb COMHEHUIO 3MO 3as8/1eHUE 80 UMSI COXPaHe-
HUS onIuUMuUYecKuUx, 3KOHOMUYecKux mpyodHocmel, 6be3onacHocmu, muepauyuu u bexeHues. ®akmudecku, AC dsu-
xemces K 6onbweli nubepanu3dayuu eHympuagpukaHcKo20 d8UXeHUS 8 Kpumu4yeckom Ayxe esporielicko2o rnodxoda.
Bce 6onee pacmyujue sHympuagpukaHCcKue MuepayuoHHbIe MOMOKU HOCSIM 8 OCHOBHOM U OYeHb 4Yacmo peauo-
HarbHbIU xapakmep.

Knroyeenie cnosa: sHympuagpukaHcKas mugpauusi; muepayus, besonacHocms, bexeHusl; LlenmparnbHas
Adbpuka; meppopu3m; KOHGIUKMbI.

Ko:-:dmurcm uHmepecos: Aemops! deKnapupyfom omcymcmeue A8HbIX U rnomeHuyuarsibHbIX KOHGb/IUKMOB UH-
mepecos, c8sA3aHHbIX C ny6nu1<auuea Hacmosuwel cmamabu.

Onsa untupoBaHusa: Myragam Maxamat Myragam, Ymap Cugnbe. Yrposbl 6e3onacHocT U murpaums B Llen-
TpanbHon Adpuke // U3BecTtns KOro-3anagHoro rocygapctBeHHoro yHuBepcuteTa. Cepus: Uctopusa u npaso. 2021.
T. 11, Ne 5. C. 191-204. https://doi.org/10.21869/2223-1501-2021-11-5-191-204.
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Introduction problems of governance and sustainable de-
velopment. Most of the countries of Central
Africa have experienced cycles of violence
in their pre- and post-colonial history. It
should be noted that to say that the colonial
legacy has greatly influenced the current sit-
uation in Central Africa, as well as through-
out the continent [1].

Compared to other regions of the Afti-
can continent, Central Africa is often viewed
as a zone of intense and recurrent tensions.
According to observers, Central Africa is an
African subregion in which the diversifica-
tion of conflicts, the problem of migration
and refugees, terrorist groups, criminal net-
works and new security risks are linked to
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All these factors highlight the serious-
ness of security and stability problems in
Central Africa and allow us to consider im-
proving the governance of security and mi-
gration issues. Since the independence of the
countries of Central Africa and all African
countries in general, all violent conflicts
have been associated with the creation and
consolidation of states because of their col-
onization [2].

Methodology

To find out the reasons for the existing
difficulties, set goals, develop methods and
options for eliminating problems, a system
analysis was used. And the authors used the
method of comparative analysis to obtain
added information about the properties of
the compared phenomena, about their direct
and indirect relationships and, about the
general trend of their functioning and devel-
opment.

Results and their discussion

Migration situation in Central Africa:
causes and consequences

Migration and security issues in Central
African countries are complex and serious
problems. Due to the lack of informational
data of migrants or refugees and weak
border controls, the countries of Central
Africa cannot improve with these tasks [3].
Central Africa is a vast region of 9 densely
populated countries with an area of
6,613,000 km2, home to approximately
179,595,124 people, or just over 6% of the
world's population'.

The dynamics of migration in the con-
text of Central Africa is a consequence of
civil wars, political instability, hunger, mas-
sacres, or external pressures that participate
in massive transformations and population
movements and form new migration pat-

' Age pyramids for the entire world from
1950 to 2100. URL: https://www. popula-
tionpyramid.net/fr/afrique-centrale-middle-
africa/2020/. (accessed 25.03.2021)

terns®. In 2017, the number of migrants to
Africa is estimated at over 7 million from
around the world. In 2017, the number of
intra-African migration according to the es-
timates of the International Organization for
Migration (IOM) in Central Africa was
2,898,797 people, immigrants accounted for
65.95% of the total resident population.

Migration in Central Africa is often as-
sociated with poverty, but other factors such
as youth unemployment, urbanization and
climate change are at the root of this phe-
nomenon. Massive population movements
are also associated with an unstable environ-
ment in Central African countries [4, p. 9].

Migration in Central Africa is often as-
sociated with poverty, but other factors such
as youth unemployment, urbanization and
climate change are at the root of this phe-
nomenon. Massive population movements
are also associated with an unstable envi-
ronment in Central African countries”.

The weakening of the poles of political
and economic stability, and the conflicts in
the Central African Republic and the two
Congos, which have led to large movements
of refugees. In addition to that, the gradual
closure of legal immigration routes to Eu-
rope, the strengthening of European and
Maghreb border controls and interception
operations off the West African coasts, forc-
ing populations to move towards the coun-
tries from Central Africa.

For the Central African Community
like all the communities of other African
regions, intraregional movements are also
seen in their positive dimension, as the cor-

? Mercklé P. Migrations en Afrique centra-
le: recompositions territoriales et dynamiques
extérieures // Chamada de trabalhos, Calenda,
Publicado terca, 2005. URL: https://calenda.
org/197800. (accessed 25.03.2021)

’ Robinet C. Conflicts, uncontrolled migra-
tion, jihadism, criminal networks, failed states:
in Africa, new security risks are now primarily
linked to issues of (bad) governance and (bad)
development. 2018. URL: https://www.vie-
publique.fr/parole-dexpert/271196-afrique-le-
defi-de-la-securite. (accessed 19.03.2021)
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nerstone of the subregional integration pro-
cess. But unfortunately, until the day the
countries of Central Africa do not have an
undeniable advantage: that of having a sub-
regional legal framework establishing free-
dom of movement, establishment, and resi-

1.000 000

dence for all nationals as well as West Afri-
ca (ECOWAS). In addition, ECOWAS also
has a relatively advanced legal framework
for the protection of the rights of migrant
workers and the protection of human rights
in general.
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Fig. 1. Number of intra-African migrants and total resident population of Central African countries in 2017

It is important to note that about the
protection of refugees more specifically,
Central African states have developed na-
tional asylum laws, which also protect the
rights of refugees'. Migrants and refugees
face so far, in practice, different difficulties
in moving freely and settling in the sub-
region. During their journey, as in their
country of installation, nationals but also
non-nationals of Central Africa are not al-
ways protected against the risk of violations
of their fundamental rights.

Border crossing remains difficult, sub-
ject to informal taxes, discriminatory prac-
tices, and arbitrary violence or detention,
human trafficking which is considered one
of the major concerns for the International
Organization for Migration (IOM) and intol-
erance towards migrants are the conse-
quences of ineffective management of mi-

' Robert Ebénezer Nsoga. Refugee protec-
tion in Central Africa: what governance of
forced migration for Central African States? //
The case of Cameroon. URL: https://tel. ar-
chives-ouvertes.fr/tel-02997878/document. (ac-
cessed 24.03.2021)

grants. Forced intra-African migration has
been caused by several reasons, such as en-
vironmental degradation and natural disas-
ters, land disputes, electoral violence, vio-
lent conflict, political, and economic insta-
bility have led to forced migration of people
[4, p. 19].

It should be noted that all migrants,
including legal and political migrants, are
mainly people who are forced to leave their
usual place of residence and seek asylum in
a new place, and many believe that these
migrants are considered ‘“refugees”.
However, this perception seems intolerant of
the fact that a significant number of
migrants remain in their country of origin.
This paper discusses how the actions of the
Boko Haram rebels triggered different types
of forced migration in Central African
countries”.

? Yahaya Umar Namahe. Boko Haram up-
rising and forced migration in Nigeria // Journals
at IDEAS. 2018. URL: https://ideas. repec.
org/p/sek/iacpro/7209183.html. (accessed 04.04.
2021)
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Fig. 2. Statistics of international migrants in Central Africa (1990-2020)

Here we look at statistics pertaining to
the population of international migrants in
Central Africa (1990-2020), which includes
all residents of the country who were born
abroad, regardless of when they arrived in
the country. For countries that do not have
data on persons born abroad, the UN De-
partment of Economic and Social Affairs
relies on data on foreign nationals'.

We cannot talk about migration in Cen-
tral Africa without mentioning the refugee
phenomenon for which this region is break-
ing a record in Africa. Asylum seekers flee-
ing conflict can be found in countries such
as Cameroon, Nigeria, Democratic Republic
of the Congo, Chad, Sudan, and Congo.
Even though it is in Central Africa that we
find the largest number of refugees in the
world who are displaced persons, but with
the difference that they find refuge in other
countries,

Take the recent case in the Central Af-
rican Republic: the number of people fleeing
from the CAR to Cameroon, the Republic of
the Congo, Sudan, Chad, and DRC until
February 2021 due to the electoral situation
was 647,798 people. This dramatically cur-
rent and humanely burning situation is one
of the serious problems for the entire re-
gion’.

' Migration data portal. URL: https:// mi-
grationdataportal.org/fr/data?focus=profile&t=
2020&i=stock abs &cm49=148. (accessed:
26.03.2021)

* Refugees from the Central African Re-
public // Source - UNHCR, Government, COR.

In this crisis, a migration and refugee
governance structure are needed that ensures
practical, humane, and respectful human
rights. Strengthening mobility mechanisms
in the region will smooth and balance the
migration process, allowing people to legal-
ly work abroad and then return to their
country to participate in the sustainable de-
velopment of their states’. At the beginning
of March, the number of new asylum seek-
ers arriving in the Republic of the Congo
reached about 1,000 per week. Cameroon,
Chad, and DRC did not report significant
increases in new arrivals. Central African
refugees and internally displaced children
deprived of their basic right to education®.

By analyzing the normative and institu-
tional mechanisms for the protection of ref-
ugees in Central African countries, we can
criticize and consider the shortcomings of
the refugee protection system in Central Af-
rica, which are reflected in the mechanisms
of legal protection and in the care of refu-

URL:  https://data2.unhcr.org/fr/situations/car.
(accessed 17.03.2021).

? Robert Ebénezer Nsoga. Refugee protec-
tion in Central Africa: what governance of
forced migration for Central African States? //
The case of Cameroon. 2020. URL: https://
tel.archives-ouvertes.fr/tel-02997878. (accessed
21.03.2021).

* UNHCR External Update - CAR Situa-
tion - 15 March 2021. URL: https://data2.unhcr.
org/fr/documents/details/85509. (accessed
18.03.2021).
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gees by humanitarian organizations host
countries.

The central problem underlying this
complex issue is the issue of uncoordinated
management of refugees in the migration
process between the countries of Central Af-
rica, to what extent migrants and refugees,
among other things, cannot be supported by
organizations such as the Office of the Unit-
ed Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees and others. This in no way relieves the
suffering they endure. The socio-political
context underlying asylum is the same as for
forced internal displacement in Central Afri-
can countries [5].

Impact of terrorist activities on migration
movements in Central Africa

Terrorism is a growing concern of the
international community, which has wit-
nessed several attacks by terrorist groups in
the recent past. Speaking about terrorism,
which has a national dimension, and even
the system of state terror, we can say that
they remain one of the real phenomena for
the African continent, but also dividing all
of humanity [6].

The globalization of the terrorist threat
is partly due to human mobility. The world
has faced a sharp increase in migration
flows since the beginning of the war in
countries in Africa and the Middle East and
others.

The issue of the link between migration
and terrorism has received attention in re-
cent years, although conceptual thinking
remains limited. The true link between mi-
gration and violent extremism remains
largely unexplored and is the subject of new
research [7]. Note that, according to statis-
tics, the number of migrants involved in vio-
lent extremism is negligible, and disputes
the opinion that communities affected by
terrorism are themselves terrorists, as far as
there is no empirical data in Africa confirm-
ing a direct link between migration and ex-
tremism. The issue of terrorism is becoming
a common phenomenon not only in the
countries of Central Africa, but throughout
Africa. Therefore, it is now impossible to

think about the fight against terrorism with-
out having in mind the fight against illegal
immigration.

In recent years, large numbers of people
displaced by Boko Haram receive relatively
little assistance and take refuge where they
are received. Some travel hundreds of kilo-
meters, crossing the border with neighboring
Chad, Niger, or Cameroon.

The phenomenon of terrorist activity
can affect different countries [8]. One of the
conclusions reached by various researchers
is the idea that rich and successful states
deal with the economic consequences of ter-
rorist threats much more easily than in the
case, for example, when it comes to poor
developing states'.

Wealthy and successful states can better
control the arrival of potential terrorists, ac-
cess to national and regional territories,
which require the creation of control instru-
ments that, as a result, affect the admission
of migrants and the right of asylum [9].

As we saw with the example of Boko
Haram, with the emergence of this terrorist
organization in the region, this terrorist or-
ganization turned into one of the deadliest
terrorist groups operating on the African
continent. Boko Haram®. and related actors
have conducted hundreds of terrorist attacks,
resulting in more than 5,000 deaths in 2014
and 6,000 in 2015 [10].

Terrorists have no borders, they do not
target a specific nationality, they do not re-
spect any religion, and they do not allow any
exceptions. Terrorism threatens human secu-
rity and has a devastating impact on devel-
opment. Terrorist attacks are becoming
more destructive every day, and the terrorist

' Inozemtsev V. Disease of the poor: how
terrorism affects the economy "Yarovaya Law" //
RBK. 2016. URL: https://www.rbc.ru/opinions/
society/30/03/2016/56fb68fd9a7947f07c04e6b7.
(accessed 23.03.2021)

? Global Terrorism Index 2015 // Institute
for Economics and Peace 2015. URL:
http://economicsandpeace.org/wp-content/  up-
loads/2015/11/Global-Terrorism-Index-2015.pdf.
(accessed 21.03.2021)
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threat poses unprecedented dangers. The
economies of Central African countries are
not seriously dependent on themselves, and
fears of threats and instability affect investor
sentiment very strongly. In addition, in re-
cent years, for most governments of Central
African countries, the fight against terrorism
has been one of the priorities, since today
terrorism is not only a regional phenome-
non, but also a phenomenon at the national
and international levels. In recent years,
Chad has deployed troops to fight jihadists
in Mali and counter the expansion of the
Boko Haram terrorist sect in Nigeria and
Cameroon. The costs associated with vari-
ous interventions by the Chadian Defense
and Security Forces in the fight against ter-
rorism in the subregion currently amount to
more than 250 billion CFA francs, approxi-
mately $ 500 million).

Since 2003, it has also hosted a consid-
erable number of refugees, estimated at over
750,000 and 130,000 Chadian returnees
from the Central African Republic (CAR).
In this extremely tense context, especially in
economic and financial terms, it is important
to give new impetus to budget support.

Precarious security conditions in Cen-
tral Africa, including attacks on civilians in
Cameroon and the Lake Chad Basin, contin-
ued to be of concern to the Security Coun-
cil',

Security situation in the region (political
instability - proliferation of small arms
and light weapons)

The colonial system in Africa has
spawned new states whose territories are
well divided but include populations whose
history remains tied. This is how one can
understand contemporary relations between
the states of Central Africa. The most strik-
ing example is the contradictory relations
between Greater Congo and states such as
Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi.

! La situation sécuritaire en Afrique centra-
le, sur fond de pandémie, reste une source de
grande préoccupation pour le Conseil de sécu-
rité. UN SC Posted 10 Dec. 2020.

Since gaining independence in 1960,
Central African countries have experienced
political crises and regional civil wars. From
the 1994 genocide in Rwanda, which killed
more than 700,000 people, to the war in the
Congo, which killed 3 million people, con-
flicts are intensifying and destabilizing the
region.

In Chad, for example, a form of cyclical
violence in the name of power has continued
since 1960. This security and political crisis
confront a rebel group whose danger de-
pends on its external support (often Libya or
Sudan) by the militarily backed state of
Chad®. The case of Chad and Sudan is a
good example of this. The Sudanese regime
supported opponents of the Chadian regime
based in Darfur, and Chad supported the
Darfur rebels who opposed the Khartoum
regime [11].

It was in the same dynamics that on
February 25 and 26, 1999, the conference of
Heads of State and Government of the
member countries of the United Nations
Standing Advisory Committee on Security
Issues in Central Africa took place in Ya-
oundé. At this meeting, various questions
were raised about the role and future of the
sub-regional body for conflict prevention.

Thus, the Secretary-General of the
United Nations on 28 May 1992, in accord-
ance with resolution 46/37 B of 6 December
1992, created an instrument of preventive
diplomacy aimed at preventing conflicts
within and between the Member States of
the Community. African States (Economic
Community of Central African States).

However, these various initiatives have
failed to make a significant contribution to
peace in the region. Border conflicts were
ongoing  (Cameroon-Nigeria; = Rwanda-
Burundi; DRC (Democratic Republic of the
Congo, former Zaire) - Rwanda; Burundi-
Democratic Republic of the Congo); Internal
conflicts escalated (Rwanda, Burundi, Con-

? Beginning of the civil war in Chad. 1979.
URL: https://perspective.Usherbrooke.ca/bilan/
servlet/BMEve/551. (accessed 26.03.2021)
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go, Angola) and the arms trade flourished
(Chad, Angola, Congo).

These various problems were often po-
litically motivated, such as defending na-
tional interests, seeking sub-regional leader-
ship. In addition, they often manifested
themselves in the non-signing of regional
pacts in favor of security and peace [12]. It
should be recalled that the security situation
in this area is characterized by spaces and
regions remote from the centers of national
politics and security.

These regions receive little or often no
public investment. However, they are sub-
ject to very intense cross-border trade in all
types of products: from agriculture to weap-
ons'. It should be noted that the permeability
of borders and the inability of various states
to fully control the situation is an essential
security factor.

Even if they are not the direct cause of
the armed conflicts tearing apart Central Af-
rica and other parts of the continent, the pro-
liferation of small arms is at least their cata-
lyst. When civilians or insurgent groups feel
a violation of their rights and possess a
weapon, they are far more likely to use it to
get their voices heard than to sit at a discus-
sion table. In other words, if the accumula-
tion of weapons does not in itself cause civil
wars, the fact remains that their anarchist
propaganda encourages resorting to Vvio-
lence, which is perceived as a solution to
disputes and tends to stir up conflicts and
make them more deadly. For example, the
1994 genocide in Rwanda could have been
avoided if weapons had not been distributed
to the population in advance.

In addition, the nationalist movements
of the 1950s seriously questioned the stabil-
ity of states that are still very fragile. Ethnic
conflicts also erupted. To rise to the top of
state power or to be represented in various
political institutions, each ethnic group does
not hesitate to resort to illegal means and

" In Central Africa, insecurity is cross-
border and linked to other regions. URL: https:
//news.un.org/fr/story/2020/12/1084182. (ac-
cessed 24.03.2021)

force. This illegal and anti-democratic
method of seizing power, used by some po-
litical elites in Central Africa, has caused
frustration and deep resentment among the
population, who accepted arms to rebel
against the existing anti-democratic regime.

At the beginning of independence, in
the years after it, and after the end of the
Cold War, countries in Central Africa expe-
rienced bloody civil wars or became in-
volved in them. By way of illustration, the
ongoing war in Chad in 1970-1980, long-
standing armed conflict in Angola, ethnic
conflict in Rwanda in 1994, civil war in the
Republic [13].

Moreover, in the 1990s, when numer-
ous conflicts erupted in Central Africa, the
use of children increased. There are thou-
sands of them in Central Africa: 10,000 cur-
rently in Burundi and up to 14,000, accord-
ing to some sources”, over 6000 in the Re-
public of the Congo®; more than 20,000
people would have taken part in hostilities in
the DRC from 1996-97° , and a similar num-
ber of child soldiers were reported to have
fought in Rwanda.

The scale of exploitation of children
during the war is significant. In fact, attacks
by the Boko Haram terrorist organization
continue in the Lake Chad Basin, where
they have used significant numbers of chil-
dren as suicide bombers.

According to the organization's 2017
Annual Report, Child Soldiers, there were
203 confirmed cases of recruitment in 2017
in Nigeria and Cameroon. In 2017, there
were over 3,000 cases of recruitment by
armed groups in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo and at least 19,000 children under

? Watch List on Children and Armed Con-
flict: Burundi. Watchlist on Children and Armed
Conflict, 2002. URL: https://reliefweb.int/report/
burundi/watch-list-children-and-armed-conflict-
burundi. (accessed 26.03.2021)

3 Singer P. W. Child soldiers. Paperback //
USA: University of California Press. 2006.
April. URL: https://www.chegg.com/textbooks/
children-at-war-1st-edition-9780520248762-
0520248767. (accessed 24.03.2021)
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the age of 18. 18 of them will be involved in
the conflict in South Sudan and we are see-
ing an increase in the recruitment of children
in the Middle East.

A distinction must be made between the
landlocked states of Central Africa such as
Angola, Cameroon, Congo, and landlocked
states such as Rwanda, Burundi, and Chad.
This distinction is necessary, although all
states are prone to piracy on rivers and
lakes, because they all have inland rivers
and lakes, sea piracy only affects countries
with a coastline. Acts of piracy on rivers and
lakes also occur regularly in Central Africa,
whether in lakes (Chad, Tanganyika, Albert,
Mweru ...) or along rivers (Ubangi, Sangha,
Chari, Vuri, Benue, Congo, Ogoue).

Cross-border terrorist activities in the re-
gion

The activity of terrorists inevitably in-
creases the costs of states for security. After
terrorist attacks in a particular country, the
volume of retail trade can rapidly decrease.
The tourism and entertainment industry are
particularly at risk. Airlines and insurance
companies can face the most serious diffi-
culties. Terrorist attacks can exacerbate the
process of falling stock prices in the stock
market.

Any terrorist activity gives the impres-
sion that such attacks will continue. This
impression has an impact on the economy of
the sphere, for example, on a business that
begins to consider investments in this city,
region, or country risky and initially tries to
include an additional risk premium in the
cost of their goods or services, which leads
to a decrease in business activity and an in-
crease in prices. In addition to terrorist at-
tacks, it can force businesses to spend mon-
ey on their own security, making less more
productive investments. Since the relations
between Africa and Russia cannot be ex-
plained by geographical imperatives and by
the demands of history.

In Central Africa, the threat of al-Qaeda
and Salafi jihad does not seem as important
and complex as in the Sahel-Sahara zone.
One of the most serious terrorist threats in

the area is the threat from Boko Haram.
Boko Haram's activities threaten both West
and Central Africa. We saw this in the re-
cent French hostage-taking in northern
Cameroon, on the border with Nigeria. Fur-
thermore, some analysts have established
that this aggressive group has developed
close relationships with AQIM and Ankar
Eddin in Mali and with Shabaab in Somalia,
who will be engaged in the ideological and
military training of their fighters'.

In the first half of 2015, Boko Haram
was responsible for 1,059 deaths in northern
Nigeria. The violence that originated in Ni-
geria has spread to neighboring countries
Cameroon, Chad, and Niger, where a series
of deadly terrorist attacks have been con-
ducted against government and civilian tar-
getsz. Boko Haram remains a serious threat
in the Lake Chad Basin, with an increase in
attacks and kidnappings3.

In Central Africa, as well as in West
Africa, there is a relationship between a mix
of terrorist groups of various natures work-
ing with militant political and armed groups
as well as criminal organizations. They are
scattered across Africa, but interact with
each other in varying degrees of coopera-
tion, advancing the interests of their individ-
ual organizations [14]. Although the West
African region is one of the preferred routes
for criminal organizations operating in Latin
America and Asia to bring drugs to Europe4,

! Zeini Moulaye. The problem of transna-
tional crime and democratic control of the secu-
rity sector. 2014. P. 1-33.

* Global Terrorism Index 2015. Measuring
and understanding the impact of terrorism. URL:
http://economicsandpeace.org/wp-content/  up-
loads/2015/11/Global-Terrorism-Index-2015.pdf.
(accessed 24.03.2021)

3 Report of the Secretary-General: The sit-
uation in Central Africa and the activities of the
United Nations Regional Office for Central Af-
rica. URL: https://www.securitycouncilreport.
org/atf /cf /%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-
CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s 2020 1154.pdf. (acces-
sed 24.03.2021)

* U.S. Department of Justice Drug En-
forcement Administration. FY 2016 Perfor-
mance Budget Congressional Submission. URL:
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some recent reports suggest that drugs may
begin to be manufactured in Europe, West
Africa, and Central Africa.

Some terrorist organizations, such as
MUIJAO, are said to be directly involved in
drug trafficking. AQIM plays a different
role and mainly levies "transit taxes" or pro-
vides protection' AQIM there is not only in
West Africa and especially in the Sahel re-
gion, but also in Central Africa.

Moreover, among the terrorist activities
in the region, one cannot fail to mention the
participation of terrorist organizations in the
illegal circulation of gold, diamonds, and
other natural resources. These activities are
difficult to detect, and although there is in-
telligence information about these activities.

According to the Organization for Eco-
nomic Co-operation and Development
(OECD), in 2015, transnational crime reve-
nues were $ 1.6 trillion®.

Terrorist groups such as AQIM and
MUJAO identified as directly or indirectl
involved in human trafficking activities”.
These terrorist groups are accused of smug-
gling small groups of people and or protect-
ing and facilitating smuggling networks of
illegal migrants in exchange for financial
compensation.

On the other hand, Boko Haram has re-
cently become a priority for discussion in
the Economic Community of Central Afti-
can States. Over the past two years, the

https://www.justice.Gov/about/congressional-
budget-submission-2016. (accessed 24.03.2021)

' Mutual Evaluation Report. Measures
against money laundering, terrorist financing,
Mali. 2019. URL: https://www.fatf-gafi.org/
media/fatf/documents/reports/mer-fsrb/French-
GIABA-Mutual-Evaluation-Mali-2019.pdf. (ac-
cessed 22.03.2021)

* Transnational organized crime: the glob-
alized illegal economy. URL: https:// www.
unodc.org/toc/en/crimes/organized-crime.html.
(accessed 22.03.2021)

? Africa Center for Strategic Studies Aftri-
can migration funds criminal and terrorist net-
works. URL: https://issat.dcaf.ch/Learn/ Re-
source-Library/Policy-and-Research-Papers/Les-
migrations-africaines-financent-les-reseaux-
criminels-et-terroristes. (accessed 22.03.2021)

armed conflict in northeastern Nigeria,
where an armed group has been waging a
war against the Nigerian state since 2009,
has spread to neighboring countries, includ-
ing Central African countries. Chad and
Cameroon, two member states of the Eco-
nomic Community of Central African States
affected by armed conflict, provide troops
for the Joint Multinational Force (FMM)’
created by the Lake Chad Basin Commis-
sion (LCBC), which are currently under the
mandate of the African Union. The heads of
state of the Economic Community of Cen-
tral African States have pledged their sup-
port for the FMM, and the Economic Com-
munity of Central African States is collabo-
rating with its West African counterpart,
ECOWAS.

Counterterrorism Mechanism and Initia-
tives to Stabilize the Region (Peaceke-
eping, Public Policy and Regional)

Armed conflicts that are spreading in
some member states of the Economic Com-
munity of Central African States pose a se-
rious threat to peace and security in the re-
gion. The organization's responses were var-
ied. For example, during the crisis in the
Central African Republic, the states of the
region used a military presence in the Cen-
tral African Republic.

Since 2008, the Economic Community
of Central African States took the lead in
resolving the conflict when the CAR
plunged into a new cycle of violence in
2013. The same cannot be said for the
peacekeeping mission. MIKOPAX is a
world that, despite growing from 700 to
2,000 soldiers and a strengthened mandate,
has failed to achieve its goals, in particular
the protection of civilians.

* International Crisis Group. Report 291 /
Africa 7 july 2020. Quel rdle pour la force mul-
tinationale mixte dans la lutte contre Boko Ha-
ram? URL:  https:/ www.crisisgroup.org/
fr/africa/west-africa/what-role-multinational-
joint-task-force-fighting-boko-haram. (accessed
15.03.2021)
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Most ECOWAS member states contin-
ued to participate in the CAR, contributing
significant troops to AFISCA and the subse-
quent UN mission MINUSCA'. Seven
member states of the Economic Community
of Central African States share the coast of
the Gulf of Guinea, an area where piracy has
grown steadily over the past decade. Attacks
on ships, theft of oil and smuggling threaten
both the security and economic development
of the member states of the Economic
Community of Central African States.

Faced with this challenge, the member
States of the Economic Community of Cen-
tral African States have made efforts to
strengthen the observation of resources at
sea and along the coast. To date, the most
notable results have been achieved in the

' Amanda Lucey, Gustavo De Carvalho. Con-
solidation of fractured peace in the Central African
Republic Lessons for the engagement of the African
Union. 2016. URL: https:// issafrica.org/fr/recher-
ches/note-danalyse/console-dation-de-la-paix-fra-
cturee-en-republique-centrafricaine. (accessed
27.02.2021).
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Fig. 3. Map of various trafficking routes Source: Norwegian Center for Global Analysis, 2015

maritime zone controlled by Cameroon,
Equatorial Guinea, and Gabon, where at-
tacks have declined since 2010.

It is important to emphasize that the
Economic Community of Central African
States was the first regional organization to
establish the 2009 Maritime Security Strate-
gy against piracy. Strategies to combat this
scourge are not only regional, but also inter-
regional.

Four maritime focal points have been
established: an interregional focal point in
Cameroon linking the Economic Communi-
ty of Central African States and ECOWAS,
a CRESMAC regional focal point in the Re-
public of the Congo, a multinational focal
point for maritime areas established in Cam-
eroon and Angola, respectively; and national
maritime centers. However, the effective-
ness of these focal points is hampered by a
lack of technical equipment, financial re-
sources, and highly qualified personnel.
Therefore, even if the structure exists, none
of the centers is yet fully functional.
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States in the region are also aware of
transnational smuggling flows that under-
mine their construction and keep Central Af-
rica insecure. Until now, the Economic
Community of Central African States has
focused primarily on the military, but the
organization has identified the need to de-
velop tools for collecting and sharing intel-
ligence, and to facilitate both strategic coop-
eration and technical cooperation between
neighboring states.

The weakness of the states of the re-
gion, manifested in their inability to control
the entire territory of Central Africa, gives
illegal armed groups the opportunity to ex-
ploit the vast and valuable natural resources
of the region, which contributes to instabil-
ity and conflict. These armed groups partici-
pate in the trade in minerals, drugs, wildlife,
and the smuggling of migrants and small
arms and light weapons circulating in the
region. To address this issue, the Economic
Community of Central African States estab-
lished the Criminal Border Program in 2008.

Until now, the Economic Community
of Central African States has focused on
military action, but recently it has identified
the need to develop tools for collecting and
sharing intelligence. It is for this reason that
the Economic Community of Central Afti-
can States has established several training
centers, one of which specializes in police
training.

The region faces several security chal-
lenges that require preventive action to tack-
le issues such as the rise in terrorism in West
Africa [15].

Chad is part of the Sahel Five operating
in the Sahel region. This demonstrates inter-
regional mobilization to counter the rise of
terrorism in the region. The brutality of the
Sahelian War forced the Sahelian states to
unite militarily to counter the threat. One of
the consequences of this war was the crea-
tion of the G5 Sahel in 2014 by Mauritania,

Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger, and Chad. A
year later, the heads of state (G5 Sahel) an-
nounced in N'Djamena the formation of a
joint anti-terrorist armed forces.

Conclusion

Africa, as the youngest continent, is
racing against time, so it is essential that
economic development must address the
root causes of insecurity and instability. It is
important to note that the only guarantee of
security in the long term is paramount for all
Central African countries.

The African continent has now fully en-
tered economic globalization and the inter-
national community, and it would be inevi-
table to question this statement in the name
of preserving political, economic difficul-
ties, security, migration, and refugees. Polit-
ical analysts and observers argue that most
of the post-independence crises of insecurity
on African borders are the result of colonial
legacies and the introduction of new socio-
economic and political structures. It is obvi-
ous that for a long time several African
leaders have been practicing a system of dif-
ferentiated and preferential treatment of the
population of the African continent, based
on regional, tribal, status and ethnic differ-
ences.

The AU is in fact moving towards
greater liberalization of intra-African
movement, in a critical spirit of the Europe-
an approach. The increasingly growing in-
tra-African migratory movements are main-
ly and very often regional. Since the early
2000s the African Union, in coordination
with regional organizations, have adopted a
roadmap as well as a large number of poli-
cies and legal frameworks and normative
without forgetting the brand-new revised
Midfielder Policy Framework for Africa and
2018-2030 Action Plan (MPFA) heralds an
important paradigm shift. The most im-
portant question is whether all the countries
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of Central Africa really consider Migration
as a factor of development?

Instead of the African Union under-
standing migration in its entirety, by broad-
ening legal avenues to fight against migrant
trafficking networks, African countries must
first focus on intra-African irregular migra-
tion.

Indeed, Africa needs peace and security
to give more hope to its populations and
preserve its meager infrastructure resources
essential for economic development. In this
regard, good governance is an essential fac-
tor in creating the conditions for the func-
tioning of strong institutions to induce con-
fidence and release energies for the benefit
of development.

All African regions can offer great in-
vestment opportunities, but it appears that in
several areas, political instability, security,

and governance problems are hampering in-
vestment in sectors that would be promising
such as infrastructure, transport, agriculture,
and telecommunications.

Unfortunately, the profitability and via-
bility of investments are often threatened by
governance problems, political instability,
and terrorist threats, despite the enormous
potential offered to investors.

Today, Africa has a priority and imme-
diate need, that of resolving its conflicts,
promoting national reconciliation, and creat-
ing favorable conditions for the reconstruc-
tion of the economies of countries emerging
from crisis situations.

We suggest the interest of questioning
the future of Russian-African relations not
only in the context of secretarial manage-
ment, but also in the field of investments,
strengthening of educational systems.
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